
OR :;~ ! NAt 

t &EPA POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE IDEHTIFICATIOH 
{ lfe(f)Oii I SI TE NUMBER 

NOTE: The initial identification of a potential site or incident should not be interpreted as a (inding of illegal activity or confirmation that an actual health or environmental threat exists. All identi Cied sites will 
be assessed under the EPA's Hazardous Waste Site Enforcement and Response System to determine if 
a hazardous waste problem actually exists. 

A . SI TE NAME 

£()hJ\f . c, 0 

8. STREET (or o rher I dentifier) 

'Sc-++Af'?eR 
C. C ITY D. STATE I E. Z IP COOE ,F. COUNTY NAME MtN!Jc,lJ V.Jv 
G. O WNER/ OPERATOR ( It lrnown) . 

I. NA .. I[ 
,2. T E L E PHON E .. U .. UER 

H . TYPE 01' O WNERSHIP ( II known) 

0 1. FEDERAL 0 2. STATE 0 J. COUNTY 0 4. MUNICIPAL Oi(s. F~IVATE j] 15. UNKNOWN 

I. SITE DESCRIPTION 

-

( 
J. HOW IDENTIFIE D (1.• .• clll••n'• complalnre, OSHA clr•rl ona, • rc.) I K. DATE I OE NTIFI EO 

Et'A - R.-tb- Til - t.Me~"-~C-.4 ~t/¥.4.(... ~-£C..."t't'V~ ""-•ST• N.._ ,~)',~)~~/ -· SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL OR KNOWN PROBLEM 

lbO \R~il.M:&K.~/6o ~n:>RS- 9 A.N\ \)t..l t-.L(;. ~c..r..S 'i> HOVJ U- 16.-1+ Pa..B 
. 

Le"~J :£ <..!!:. 
'""' 

~r<.. . 

M. PREPARER INFORMATION 
1. ,., ...... £ 

'ltJ.J~Q. -A . ~~'f L~Mt';t. I (i:5)"~~;u:~~o I).,;_; c
1
m;;;y yr.) 

EPA For111 2070-8 (5-10) 
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.·/ POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I. IOENTIFICA TION &EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 01 STATE\0~~ 3~8EA 
PART 1 - SrTE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT 

wv 10 300 
\oN 248 II. SITE NAME AND LOCATION 

01 SITE NAME I.._..,._...... , __ ol••l 
02 sme~. AOUTCHO . • Of\SPE(;II'IC lOC"TIONIOENllF1€R 

('.1"1. : • 'l<l Shaffer Equipment Company WV Route 17 . . .. ·1.1 t 
03CITY 

04 STATE105 ZIP COOE loe COUNTY Minden WV Fayette r7~08~ rn 0151 02 Oi COCifiOIN"TES LAmUOE 

I 
LONGITUDE 

'3.8..0 .5X $:.:: /0 _2 / /I y_- .0 :..3-?.-
10 OIRECTtOHS TO SITE IS•• •"'O ,_. _.., ...- n>«11 

" From us 19N take the Main Street exit in Oak Hill , turn right, then make an immediate left onto old ~1inden Road (Route 17) . Go to bottom of hill, turn right on dirt road just before first house, 
Ill. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 
01 OWNER t• •no•"t 02 STREEl tau,,....., ~ ,.,lfM.ttf..,; Anna Shaffer * 
03 CITY 

oc w.vrer~ ZIPCOOE I 06 THE !'><ONE NUIABER Minden 
( I 

07 OPERATOR tlf*"'..,.•"D(Itlt•·.,.•''OO'f\o--.•, 08 STREET ,a-,,~u tN*tO , •• .,.,,.; 

09 CITY 
10 ST"TE I I 1 ZIP CODE 1'2 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

( ) 
13 TYPE OF OWNERS>iiP ,c,__, - · 

!XA PRIVATE C B FEDERAL: 
1-'~rNtN · 

0 C STATE CD.COUNTY C. E . MUNICIPAL 
0 F OTHER 

t.SO.C"'• Q G UNKNOWN 
1 c OWNEFVO!'ER"TOA NOTII'IC"TI()N Of, Fll.EtC""co ., ,...._.,, 

C' A RCRA 3001 DATE RECEIVED I 

U()NTH ()II' V£A#I 
G B UNCONTROLLED WASTE SHE <CEI!Cv •o> c: DATE RECEIVED I 

WONT ... OA.T • 't~AA 
XJ C . NONE 

IV. CHARACTEAIZA TION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD 
01 ON SITE INSPECOON 8V tCMCII ~ IMf ~I 

~YES DATE 0 A . EPA C' B. EPA CONTRACTOR j{l C . STATE 0 0 OTHER CONTRACTOR O NO W()HtH OA't' 'YfAP Q E. LOCAl HEALTH OFFICIAL 0 F . OTHER 
,~,., 

CONTRACTOR NAME(Sl 
02 SITE ST "TUS •0...:• ""' I I 03 YEARS Of' OPERATION 

[!{A ACnVE 0 B. INACTTVE 0 C. UNKNOWN 197Q I Present 0 UNKNOWN BE~'("" !;..00.0 '" ... Oc DESCRIPTION OF SUBST ~£5 POS-SeL Y PR£S£NT. KHOWN. Of\ -"l.LEGEO 

Polychlor inated biphenyls 

0~ OESCA1PTION Of' POTENT~ HAlARO TO EIMAONMENT ANO'OR POPULATION 

Direct contact hazard posed by severely contaminated soils and leaking transformers and capacitors, 

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT 
0' Pfl()fUT"Y FOR ~CTl()fe '~ ..... ,... .,~. C':NC .. .., ~'·"'-" 1 · ..,..,. ........... .,., ~ l O.tc:~ 01 HaiM'OOIW ~~......, ~~ CXA. HIGH 0 B MEDIUM 0 C. LOW 0 D. NONE 

____ .,., _ _, 
~ro-t.._.........,..a.., ,,_,..,.,...,.e .... ,......., C'~~~...,_, 

VI. INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 
01 COHT.t.CT 02 Of' 1~.-c·'~-~ 03 TEt.EPtiONE NUMSER 

Pamela D, Hayes WVDNR - SW/HWIGW Branch ~04 l 348-52.15 Oc P£RSOH fiE~ FOA ASS.ESSWEHT OSMIENCY ~~~TION l 07 TELEPHONE HUMBER oe D'ITE ater Pamela D, Hayes WV DNR ( 304 348-5935 
I 1 Resources fiii()HTH OA v yt:,.,. 

FOAM 207C>-12 (7-ell 

.. 
, Berwind Land Development Co, 



ORIGINAL 
(Red) 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Ill 

841 Chestnut Bu1lding 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107 

SUBJECT: Request ~sistance from FIT Office 
DATE: 

Bob Panebianco, Env i ronmental Scientist FROM: Site Investigation Section (3HW23) TDD fl ----------------
TO: 

Butch Byer, FIT Region Project Officer Site Investigation Section (3HW23) 

I . SITE NAME: SHAFF(?_/( Et¥LIII'/1&V[ CO 

I I. LOCATION : /1(;V Pfilt!'~ WV 
; 

III. WORK ASSIGNMENT: 

Prel~~i~ary Asses s~ent --

( W/l- 2.'6f ) 
DSN 

Recon -----:: 
~ Site Inspe~tion Re-Sampl ing/Full Field Investigation Hazard Rat1king Sys::e:n ------- Toxicology Assessment _____ Enforcement Support 

IV. PRIORITY: 

Medium 

__ Peer Review Correc t!.o ns/Finalize __ Other J See VI below) · 

V. PREFERRED DEADLINE: 

Low Date: 
/High (*) 

-- ----------------------
VI . EXPLANATION OF TASK(* To include justification for high priority): f+~~-~~rL-::;t:.-.1_!-o~ p;~~~s;T~S:::rt:;!j;;; ~~~~. 

v U . Tt) be comp le::ed by FIT RPO only: 

Task complete rla::e hy FIT: •...•...••.•.••.•..• 
Hours allocated : ..•••..••.• • •• ••• •••••••••••. • 



.. 

POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE oEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 2 · WASTE INFORMATION 

II. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTE"ISTICS 

Oli'lGINAt 
fRed) 

L IOENTIFICA T ION 

01 STAll: 102 SIT£ I«JMe£" wv 981038300 
WV- 248 

01 PHYSICAl. STATES IC_, ___ ., 02 WASTE OUAHTTTY I<T SITE OJ WASTE CH.VIACTERISTICS te-o>~...,_,, fW~a OI ...... Ouolf'lf-1 

X" -roXJC 
. c " souo l ~ E. SI.URAY mwtiO..~'I :_ e soo..ueL£ t.: I HIC"ti1LYVOlAn..E ~ 8 PO~R. ~S X F. UOUIO · TONS '- 8 CORROSIV£ :_ F -ecnous '-' J EXP\.OSIVE L: CSI.IJOG£ - G GAS ~ C RAOOOACTIV£ t j G I'V.MM1<81.£ :..: K REACTIVE CUBIC YAROS 1 • 0 PERSISTENT I : H IGHIT A8l.E L. l INCOMPATIBLE 

:_ M NOT APPI.ICABLE 
I.. 0 OTI'tER 

I So.<~., 100. 01' DRUMS 

Ill. WASTE TYPE 

CATE~V SUSST ANCE NAME 01 GAOSS AMOUNT 02 UNIT 01' MEASUR€ OJ COMMENTS 
SLU SLUDGE 

OLW O ILY WASTE 4000 cu . yds. Contaminated soil SOL SOLVENTS 

PSD PESTICIDES 

occ OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS 

ICC INORGANIC CHEMICI<LS 

·--ACD ACIDS 

BAS B ASES 

MES HEAV't METALS 

IV. HAZARDOUS SUBST ANCES t.S..""--·to.....,,,,_..., .. ..,us_ .. , 
01 CATEGORY 02 SUSSTANCE NAME OJ CAS NUMBER O• STOF\AGE DISPOSAl ME THOO 0~ CONCENTIIA TION oe MEASUI'IE 01' 

CONCENTF\A 110N PCB OD 260 . 000 PPM 

V. FEEDSTOCKS s .. •""-' •ooOSN.-c4•u 

C~<TE~Y 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATEGORY 0 I FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER 
FOS 

FDS 

FDS 
FDS 

FDS 
FOS 

FDS 
FDS 

VI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION tC4• .......,. ,.,_._ .. • o atM• '••· ....,.,.,. ...wy..- reoo.tt• 1 

Sample analysis and files - w. v. Division of Water Resour ces 
Solid and Hazardous Waste/Ground Water Branch 1201 Greenbrier Street 
Charleston, wv 25311 .. 

EPI<FOfUol2010·1211 811 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT &EPA 

PART 3 • DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS a. HAZARDOUS CONDrTlONS AND INCIDENTS 
01 fJ '-.GROUNDWATER CONlAMINATI()N 
03 POPULA T10N POTENTIAU. Y AFFECTED 

. 0 02 0 OBSERVED (DATE ----- ) 
04 NAMATIVE DESCRIPTION 

ORIGINAL 
(Red) 

l IOENTIFtCATION 
01 STATElO:I srTE HUMOEA wv 981038301) 

XXPoTENTW. 0 AU.EGED 

Population is on public water - supply from the Arbuckle PSD, A clay layer under the site ~a apparently halting downward migration of PCB/s, 

01 0( B ~ SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
02X:: 085£RVED!DATE 9 - 5-84 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

G POTENTlAL 

Levels as high as 190ppm exist in stream sediment of Arbuckle Creek. 

01 XC CONTAMINATION OF AIR 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 65-7 5 02 -~ OSSERVEO tOt.TE -----1 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Potential for inhalation of PCB contaminated dust, 

01 :.. 0 FIRE!EXPLOSIVE CONDITlONS 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFF!oCTED 

01 X E DIRECT CONTACT 
03 POPULAliONPOlENlii.LLY AFFECTED 65-75 

02 ~ OBSERVED!DATE -----I 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

02 ~ ~ OBSERVED tOATE ------- 1 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

x: POTENTIAL 

;_• POTENTIAL 

X POTENTIAL 

0 AU.EGEO 

:. ALLEGEO 

:_ AL1.£GEO 

:_ ALLEGED 

Site is unfenced and easily accessed, 65~75 people live within 400-500 feet of site, Documented cases of vandalism to transformers and capacitors have occurred, There is a basketball court within 100 feet, Nearest residence is .within 200 feet, 
01 X. F CONTAMINATION OF SOIL 
OJ AREA POTENTIAU. Y AFFECT ED 

O~OBSERVEO(OATE 9 ... 5-a4 
04 NAMA TIVE DESCRIPTION 

::: POTENnAL = ALL£GED 

4000 cubic yarda of soil contaminated by leaking or dumping of transformers and capacitors, 

01 X G DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED _l~Q~Q~Q,_ __ 
02 :_ OBSERVED (DATE ---- - l 04 NARRA liVE DE SCRIPTION 

:.X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED 

Water line once ran through site, but was relocated during site cleanup, Town of Minden on public water supply which is unaffected, 

01 ::Q H WOAI<ER EXPOSURfJINJURY 
03 WOAK.E.AS POTENTlALL Y AFFECTED; -----

02 C::: 085£RVED (DATE -----1 
04 NAARATTVE OESCRIPTlON 

0 POTENT\Al 

Past workers have complained of rash from direct contact with oil, 

01 !)I. POPULATION EXPOSUREIINJURY 
03 POPULATION POTENTIAU Y AFFECTED 65-75 02:::; 085£RVED !DATE -----I 04 NARAATTVE DESCRIPTION 

O{POTENTW. 0 AU.EGED 

' 

Direct contact hazard on site (see E-direct contact above) and migrating offsite at significant levels into Arbuckle Creek which runs directly through the town of Minden, Levels detected of L50ppm in residences backyards, 

EPA FORM 2070· 1217 ·8 II 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

ORIGINAL 
(Red) 

liDEHTIFlCA.TlOM·--&EPA 
PART 3- DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

101 SlA,02 3JTE ~ 
wv 981038300 

lJV-?/. ~ IL HAZARDOOS COHOfTIONS AND INCIDENTS rc..-r......n 

01 U0 J . DAMAGE TO FLORA 0~ I» OOSERVED (DATE.:Jl-5-:84 l 0 POTENTW.. O~OEO 04 NAMA TIVE OE.SCfiiPTION 
.. 

Stressed vegitation present on site , 

01 0 K DAMAGE TO FAUNA 02 0 08SERVED (DATE: 0-4 NARRATIVE OESCRIPTlON ,......_._,.,01 1~11 l 0 POTENTW.. 0 Al.I..EGCO 

01 C l CONT AMNA T10N OF FOOD CHAIN 02 =OBSERVED !DATE ) 0 POTENTW. =~GED 04 NAARATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 }:; M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 02 g OBSERVED (DATE 9-5-8~ l C POTENTW. = .AU.£GEO ,s.p...I'\A"'I" ~~~.IIO..c11 ... -""'~ .. , 
03 POPULA TlON POTENTW..l.. Y AFFECTED 04 NAARA TIVE OESCRIP'TlON 

Leaking transformers and capacitor s on site, Standing water has oil sheen, 
01 L. :; DAMAGE TOOFFSITE PROPERTY 02 :; OBSCRVED (DATE I C POTENTW. = ALLEGeD o.c NARRATIVE DESCRiPTION 

01 ::: 0 CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS. WWTPs 02 :: OBSCRVED tDATE· I C POTENnAL :::: AU£GED 0<1 NAARA TIVE OESCRIPTlON 

01 - · P ILLEGAL"UNAUTHOAIZED DUMPING 02 _ OBSCA\IED(OATE 0 <1 NARRA nVE DESCRIPTION I = POTENTlAL -· ALLEGED 

05 OESCRIPTlON OF ANY OTHER KNOWN. POTENTIAL OR AllEGED HAZARDS 

Ill. TOTAl POPULA TlON POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 65-75 
IV. COMMENTS 

Site currently undergoing emergency removal, 

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION rc••"'o<IO<..,....,..••· • P .,.,.,..1 _....., .. ~ 

Files - WV Division of Water Resources 
Solid and Hazardous Waste/Ground Water Branch 
1201 Greenbrier Street .. 
1"'1.. ,, . .. T.TI7 'lC:'111 .. -~.J ~ 
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NAR.'l\ATIVE SUMMARY 

SHAFFER EQUIPMENT CO, 

General Information 

ORIGINAL 
(fled) 

A preliminary assessment performed in accord~nce· with the National Contingency Plan has identified an tmmediate and significant risk of harm from a direct contact threat posed by the presence of severely contaminated soils and leaking transformers and capacitors containing polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's) located on this site, 
The Shaffer Equipment Company site is located on West Virginia Route 17 in Minden, West Virginia, Minden is a small coal town located in Fayette County with approximately 2000 residents, There are an estimated 65- 75 people who live within 1/8 mile of the site. The Shaffer Equipment Company is an operating firm that builds electrical substations for the local coal minin~ i ndustry, Many of their units incorporate various sizes of transformers, capacitors , switches and other voltage regulation/distribution devices. The company has operat.ed since 1970. Past practices involved t he storage of unneeded , damaged or outdated transformers and capacitors on the one acre site, Leakage f rom these units and associated storage practices appears to be responsible fo r the severe PCB contamination problem that presently exists on site, 

The site is approximately one acre in size and contains a single building which is both a workshop/warehouse and office, The site is relatively flat and slopes toward the west, Arbuckle Creek is located down gradient and to t he west and has been shown to contain PCB ' s in the sediment, (194ppm) 

PCB's have been shown to be migrating from the site to Arbuckle Creek. Levels as high as 190ppm have been shown to exist in stream sediments. A water sample collected downstream indicates that there are PCB's in the water column , however, laboratory analytical problems resulted in an artificially high reported value of 4ppm , probably due to the presence of suspended solids in the sample. 
Hazardous Substances Involved 

PCB has been found in soils and sediment on site. Levels as high as 27% have been found in heavily stained soils , It is estimated that approximately 1000 cubic yards of soil has been contaminated with PCB in excess of 50ppm. In addition, there are an estimated 150 transformers, 60 capacitors and 75 drums on site, Labels were found which indicate that some transformers and capacitors are filled with PCB fluids, 

Threat to Human ·Health 

It is estimated that between 65-75 people live within 400-500 feet f rom this site , The principle threat to human health appears to be from direct contact, The site is unfenced and is easily accessed , There are documented cases of vandalism on site involving transformers and capacitors by local youths , The nearest residence is less than 200 feet from the site and there is a basketball court located within 100 feet, The sampling program initiated during the preliminary assessment phase indicates that PCB's are migrating off site. PCB has been found in the sediment of Arbuckle Creek as high as 194ppm and was also detected in a stream water sample at 4ppm . Arbuckle Creek flows directly thr ough the town of Minden and eventually into the New River, 
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Summary of Overall Threat 

ORIGINAL 
(Red) 

Soils severely contaminated with PCB and unsecured PCB filled transformers and capacitors present a direct contact threat to nearby residents, Unsecured access and the close proximity of the residents makes this a likely possibility, PCB's have been shown to be migrating off site at significant levels into a nearby stream (Arbuckle Creek) which runs directly through the town of Minden, West Virginia, 

The site is currently undergoing emergency removal, Contaminated soils have been stored on site awaiting onsite treatment, The site is bermed and an underdrain is i n place to halt offsite migration of PCB's, Cleanup is currently inactive awaiting a break in the winter weather, 



I I 

.. , , 
0' 
f:l 
<l.' 
~. 
~ · 



i . I ! 
l • 

I I 

: I 
/ I 

/ i 
. 

I I 

I ! 
I ! 

... 
( 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

,. 
i 
':' I A 
i i I Y 0<)., 
f 1 I 

I 



: 

. . . . . ~ 
... 

-' .. 
.: 
J. 

\ 

--· \ 

·~ \\_ 
\ ~.\. 

\ .. 
'.· ,, . -... . ...... .. . .. 

\ -·. ' ,\• .. 
• •\ f 

"·, ·:·, 
' ... 

f 

\ . .. \ . 
, .. . \ 

\ ' .. \ ·• . 
J • .. \ . 

. 
\ · . . . 
' 

. . . ~ 

. . .. 
' .... .... .. ·~ , " 

._ ----

: \ . 

' ' 
I 

I ' 

\ '. 
\ 
.\. 

' \ . 
I 

. \ ' 
· .. \ ·. 

\ ', . . 
_·. I . 

i. I 
-;,·\ ·. 
o·. ·, ... \ .. 
\'. \ ·: . . 

·. \ ·. 
I 

' 
; i . 
'I • 

I 

: I : ., . . . -
: I : 
:I , 

' I 

! . 
' I . 

I 

. \ . \ . ... 
.. ' 

I , 

. . 
--

o I 

r
\ 
\ --

_ e> 
~,.., 

' \ I .. 

\ 1 ~ 1 f\ . ~. \ . "' . 
• ' hJ • 

;,.\ .. \',\ 
\\ &J ' 

~ '.\; \ 
\\\.~\ . . 

~rh\\ 
II . ~ - . /. . . \ .. ... / 

: . . I . 
,' . \ .. 

·' J,/ .. \ 

\ 
J ---- -· \ 

\ 
\.· 

~ 

),1 

J 
. . 
' 

' . ' 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Ill 

841 Chestnut Bu1ldmg 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107 

SUBJECT: Revised Draft HRS of Shaffer 
Equipment Company DATE: St\' O & 'gs1 

FROM: 

TO: 

(' 

Mindi Snoparsky , Geologist ~ 
Site Support Section (3HW26) 

Ken Kryszczun, Chief 
Bob Panebianco, SIO 
Site Investigation Section (3HW23) 

Previous written comments (July 14, 1987), and phone conversations 
with FIT identified problem areas in the groundwat er section of this 
HRS. Detailed information concerning groundwater is lacking primarily 
because a SI was not performed at the site (this was a decision made 
by the previous SIO, Yener Soylemez) . For this reason, Ken Kryszczun, 
Bob Panebianco, and I decided that a SI should be performed and the 
HRS left in draft form. 

Although the HRS will be finalized in the near future, FIT's 
interim draft should have addressed previous comments and noted 
that some of the data gaps were to be filled in the future from data 
collection performed during the SI . However , these comments were· 
not addressed in this draft (specifically, the discussion regarding 
depth from the ground surface to the highest seasonal level of the 
water table is incorrect) . Please let the FIT know of this problem 
so that similar situations may be avoided in the future. 



SUBJECT: 

FROM: 

TO: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Ill 

841 Chestnut 8u1lding 
Philadelph ia. Pennsylvania 19107 · 

Review o f Shaffer Equip me n t HRS 

Mindi Snoparsky, Geolog i st ~ 
Site Support Sec tion ( 3HW 26) 

Ke n Kryszc zun, Se ction Chief 
S i te Investigation Secti o n ( 3HW23 ) 

Bob Panebianco, SIO 
Site Investiga tion Section ( 3Hw23 ) 

Observed Re l e ase 

ORIGINAL 
(Red) 

1 . The available information indicates that PCB ' s were 
released into the soils, not necessarily the Pennsylvanian 
aquifers . Reference number 11, Soil Survey of Fayette and 
Raleigh Counties, West Virginia indicates the thickness of 
the Philo silt loam to be 4 feet, below surface. Thus, the 
contamination found in the on-site 12 inch core (references 
5 and 7) is probably indicative of soil contaminati?n. 

In addition , the depth to water of 6 inches noted in the 
tel e con between Robert Caren and Paul Di etrich (reference 7) 
may also represent saturated soil. More information regarding 
the material that the well taps is needed before presuming that 
the well is c ompleted in the Pennsylvani an aquifer(s). 

2. Reference 5 indicates that the 12 inch core is saturated 
with oil , not PCB's. 

3 . Reference 2, p . 14 (Sampling and Measuring Plan, Shaffer 
Equipment Co. Site, Minden, WV) indicates that the source 
of the on-site spring is unknown. Thus, it should not be 
assumed that the spring emanates from the water-table as is 
indicated in the discussion . 

4 . Since refe rence 20 Wate r Resources of Kanawha County does 
n o t r e f e r to Fayette County, I would suggest only using 
reference 19 Gr oundwater Hydrology of the Minor Tributary 
Basins of the Kanawha River, West Virgi ni a in the AOC 
section. 
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(··~ OL.I' ARTMlN1 01' IILAL 1 li & Jl lJMAN Sl I<VICLS 
l'uiJ iu: H•:.tllll St:rvr c.:t: 

A!J•:rrcy lor Toxrc Suhswnces 

•IIIli Dr~case Hcur~trv \.~~ - ------------------ -----------

Date September 25, 1985 

From Acting Chief, HAB , ORA 

Subject Public Meeting on Schaffer Electric Life 
Minden, West Viriginia - July 2, 1985 

To stephen Margolis, Ph.D., Acting Director - ~ t~ 
Office of Health Assessment 

.... 

Memorandum 

Dr. Roy Barren of the west Virginia State Bealth Department 
telephoned on September 19, to obtain information about our 
assessment of the Schaffer Electric Site in Minden, West 
Virginia as related to my attendance at a public meeting in 
Minden on July 2 , 1985. The only wri tten assessment in 
this site is a memorandum from the Chief of the Superfund 
Implementation Group on February 20 , 1985 (attached), 
which indicates that the site requires remedial work and 
that there is off-site migration of PCB material, but "the 
data so far received do not suggest that an off-site hazard 
to public health exists at this time.• 

The Special Studies Branch nor the Health Assessment Branch 
was requested to review this site . I did review the file 
prior to attending the meeting and provided several 
conclusions at the meeting in line with the assessment 
performed by the Superfund Implementation Group . Those 
conclus ion were: 

1. The Schaffer Electric Site constitutes a imminent 
and s ignificant public health threa t based upon 
having up to 21 percent PCB containing oil in the 
soil. 

2. Off-site migration of PCB material in the range of 
11- 17 pp~of PCB material in residence soils do not 
suggest a hazard to public health. 

3. Eliminating the source of the contaminated to 
prevent further migration of the PCB is necessary. 

4. One stated concern related to PCB potentially 
causing mutation of stream bacteria , from an 
upstream waste treatment plant , rendering the 
bacteria more pathogenic to humans. I suggested 
that this was an unlikely event . 
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5. The community wanted a health study , and I related that studies of similarly exposed populations in the u.s. had not resulted in elevated PCB blood levels (ie. Bloomington, Indiana, Fairmont, west Virginia, Ashtabula , Ohio). 

. &w, G ~-,~ y --S) 
Jeffrey A. Lybarger, M~h. 

Attachment 

., 



MEMORANDUM 
Date : .M d rch 30 , 1989 

SUBJECT: PhiJa . ln~tirer Ar~iclc-
Shaffer Superfund Site (L · 
Jon M. Capac a sa , Acting Clll f f\11~~._--
Superfund Branch ~ 

FROM: 

'1'0: 'l'om Vo:t t.::.ggio , Acting Director 
Hazardous Waste Managemen t Division 

Page one o£ today•s PlliJadeJphia Inquirer carried an article by Julia Klein alleging serjous health hazards remaining at the Shaffer slt.e in Minden , WVA clu~ to PCB contamination . EPA was involved in a removal action at this s ite from December , 1984 to March , 1988. 

The attacheJ fact sheets provide several quick facts on the removal action, how che site was lett and t h e status of site ranking for f ur t her remedial action under Superfund. Addi t ional questions on tlri.s can be handled best by Dennis Carney , Phil Younis or Ben Mykijewycz. 

After your review of 
discuss appropriate responses to 
Ag~ncy • s perspective . 

Attachments 

cc: J. Viniski 
L . rreller 
D. Wel s h 
D. carney 
K. Kryszczun 

Q Wlv.' .Sf'b_ ·.fc) ~1\J~ \)~{) r 
0 0/~-J~~~~ 

thi s information we s hould 
t .he a rti c le to present the 



PROJECT n75 
REGION III 
CERCLA EMERGENCY RESPONSE/ IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTIOtl FACTS SHEET 

SITE: 

SIZE: 

LOCATION: 

APPROVAL DATE: 

PROJJ•:CT DATES: 

DES Cit! PTION: 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL: 

QUANTITIES REMOVED: 

OSC: 

REMOVAL CONTRACTOR: 

DIS~>SAL LOCATIONS: 

PROJ~:CT COST: 

COMMENTS: 

Shaffer Equipm ent 

l ac r e 

Hinden , Fayette Couuty , W('st Vf rgin i n 

December 26 , l 98l; 

De c ember 28, 1984 through Deceutber 20 , 1987 

The Shaffer Equipmeut Co mpa ny \, as an operating firm that 
built electrical suhstatic·ns f<. r t he local coal mini ng 
lndustry. The company ' s pas t 1· ractices involve d the 
sto rage of unneeded > damage d or outdated t r a nsformers and 
c a pacitors . Leakagt~ from t hest: units a nd associated 
storage practices a ppears t o ha ve been re s pons ible for the 
s evere PCB co ntamination on site . The high co ncentrate of 
PCB' s on site a nd the evic e n~o of off-site migratjon 
necc-ssilated an i mmediate r e mo11al a ction. 

Polychlodna t c d Hipltenyls (PCB~> ) 

23 drums :~ apacitors !. 24 d rums transfo rmer fluid, '3 2 drums 
t:·a nsforule c flush, ' II transforr e r s, SO drums solids, 4 
d r.1ms c ongulant, 9 <!rums l'CB-co ntarninated liquid and 4735 
tons PCH-·contami natt!d soil. fr:-o~ . .../ ci.E' ... -v...,1, l~v£. / - 'tl'/'""' , 

Robert E. Carvn , Ph ,l ip C. You ,· is 

0 . 11 . Materials, Inc .. 

Gene r al Electric , Philadel phia, PA; CECOS , Hodel City , NY; 
Che rn Waste Na nagement , Eme lle , AL ; SCA Chemical Services, 
Chicago , IL 

$3,851, 872 (Estimated) 

New innovati ve technology was fnstl t ute d a t t his site 
unde r Research and Developme n t permits th r oug h TSCA . 
Howe ve r, the extrac t ion proces:= p r oved ineffective and 
t he PCB-cont ami nated soil wa s l~l tirnately land f i lled at 
an a pproved facility . · ~ 

Robert E . Car o n , Sr . OSC Phi.Lip c . Younis , OSC 



.;•'08'4~. UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION P.~ENCY 

\

"' ft '1i REGION Ill 
f 841 Chestnut Butldmg · ~" Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19 107 4 , ...,..: 

SUBJE-CI' : FAcr SHEET - Shaffer Equipnent CEI.K::LA Removal Site , t1inden , Fayette County, WV 
EPA Site ID #DO 

FROM: Philip c. Younis, On·-Scene Coordinator 

TO: Dennis carney , Assistant Superfund Brancll Clit:·f 

March 30 , 1989 

This memorandun is in response to the newspaper article published in the Philadelphia Inquirer or. i~~rch j~ , 1989 . I h :we compiled the attached information , including the Facts ~~eet f rom the OSC Rep01:t and site photographs to docunent site (:Qnd i ticns as th.;;y Axis ted at the completion of the EPA on- site removal activity on December 20, 1987 . Fur t herm01:e , i t is imfX)rtan t to note that , on December 5, 1988, 1 revisite.-d the site wit.h Technical Assistance Team members t o ga ther Enforcement information and i nspect on-site conditions. During that visit, we det:.ermined that the restored site a rea remai ned i n excellent condi t ion and that no threat to public health or th·~ envirorrnen t e xis ted. 
All druns ge nerated frOO\ the cleanup effort had been removed from the site by Februar y 18 , 1987 and the last truckloads of contarninat.=d soil and debris were t r a nsported off site for final di sposal on Novembe1: 11, 1987 . Both drums and soils were dispos~ of off site at Chern Waste Manage~nt in Emelle , Alabama and SCA Chenical Serv ices in Chicago , Illinois . 

I n r e>ierence to today's newspaper artic le , I o::mtacb=d WVDNR officials at H.l00 hours this date (March 30 , 1989) , and )earned that: WVDNR officials were unaware of the abandoned drl.ITls at that: time. They adv :i sed that an imnediate · i nspection of the site would be condh}Tt._~ . At 1135 hour:; , Sgt . Waugh of WVDNR C' 'Ct.ud-~.;,.v informed me that the local i nspecto6nad jus t: returned i 't'om the site and that ....;; ~ ·: only two dr l.ITls of non-PCB , non-flanrnable waste oi l were found at the site . 'lrN.~ Additionally, according to WVDNR Public Informa t i on Office~: carol 1-en:ic k, public t concern and awareness of PCB cleanup sites in the Beckley a.rea have c reated major press interest and she believes that several recent news1~per artic les contain e ither pictures or library clips frOO\ pre-cleanup si t e ac tivities . Therefore,J£> both the WVDNR and EPA can conclude that the recent pictme of abandone-d drl.ITls <7uV · is one that was taken prior t o final cleanup activities and that no hazardous 4>0 >s wastes exist at t he site , nor have th€~· existed ::.i n~~ the t iine of the EPA removal .D"'> ~ie action . 
/:).- ~.., ., 

~;.:r~y ~'? 
~~ 

Attac hments : Facts Sheet frcrn OSC Report 
Site Photographs (8) 

"'/; ' ..... J,..x 



1984 

Pre-Remedial Sta tus 

SHAFFER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
Minden, W.V. 

Site Use Sumrr~ry 
- Company worked on electrical mining equipment 
- equipment contained PCBs 
- PCB containing fluids released to soil 

* WVDNR reported site to EPA. PCB contaminat i on probably occurred 
pri0r to TSCA regulation. 

12/19/84 
* EPA ' s Emergency Response Section began removal . 
* drums sampled , une removed due to fCB conc<mtra :::ion greater 

than 50 I?Pll· 
* On-site extent of contamination determined,. soi I. removed 
* PCB contamination found downstream and in ~rards adjacent to stream 

in the general range of 11-17 ppm. 
* ATSDR indicated no off-site public health hazard existed

recooroended elimination of source of contaninat ion. 

9/16/86 
* PA completed by State Higl1 priority . 

9/10/ 86 
* SI prepared from available information. 

12/86 ---. Draft H~S prepared by FIT. 
* Draft HRS scored greater than 28.5. 
* Internal QA questioned observed re l ease t o groundwater, Gl(spring) 

P03 " hit" felt to be from saturated s0i l. 

12/2e/87 
--* Emergency Response Section completed site w·>rk. 

* Area homes surplied municipd l t\i;te.: c losest sour(::e is a mine shaft 
0 . 85 mile s distant . 

l/13/ 89 

1989 

* Fina l HRS score i s 28 . 2. 

* LSI candidate. 
** ~s wi l.l be dd llE>d 

* wv wil l do LSI via CA 

Prepared by: Bob Pa nebianco 
Date : March 30 , 19:39 
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Fear grips a Polluted mining town 
Residents blame PCBs for rampant n~ woes 

By Julia M. Klein 
bt4wirrr Sl•fl Wr11<r 

MINDEN, W.Va. - Some restdents 

of this polluted old coal-mining camp 

still laugb when they remember the 

Eovlronme~tal Protection Agency's 

suggestion that they build a basket· 

ball court on ground once Laced with 

cancer-causing PCBs. · 
But their leugbter gives way 

Quickly to old resentments and new 

f\lars - fears that seep out. like an 

ancient chemical, in stories of death 

and disease. 
"Sometimes It just scares me," said 

.. 

.OOr.oihy Buckland. 44, wh().ban sur- prof~~ ~~dotJt!Y. selected from t,fia
fered three miscarriages. ~· ·eause:J: dens~ ~~nt51q'u.nc! .t!lat)6fot-: 

bad 8 little boy that died Of CAtn•:er. ceo\ b.ye C¥,00t. Sixty-tWO percent . 

down here. So I never know when or the' lldult woo:ien in the survey · 1 

one or the· others are go~g to tet 1 •. • · !)rave ~lcl mtxarrlages, stillbirths or· 

... I got six left. . , .. · children ·with birth delect.'l. And ; 

"We done been contaminated whh about JA percent or residents' ·have 

the stuff . ... it's going to give 0. ~4!Cu~r~ectlona. · i . . , · :,. ~ : : 

cancer and kill us. Lool'At'..-1- tbe' \ · ·Tb4t,.f'eiPOnse of go\tcrntnent to ' · 

people down here who's got u'Ott!rJ t Miq~~h).)l'Oblems, which residents 

There's a woman rlght .. dowp t)v,e't.": tJ:ell~ ere caused by lh'e dumping 

the bill there that died. ·tiiSI wee~ and · sptn.g~ of PCB-tontamlnated 

with cancer, one up yonder ·:lying blls from otd mining equipment, bas · 

with cancer oo the hill." been a' qualified yawn. accordlnR to a 

A preliminAry health survey nf 173 ··· JSee MINDEN oo 8-A) 

. .· 
1 :... 

. .. ~ .. 

.. . 
~~. , -.., 

' ' .. './ . ... r: ,_~ 
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Fear grips 
a polluted 
W.Va. to'vn 

MDIDEH. Ito• 1-A 
&roup callt'd tbe Conct:roed Chlzen.s 
10 S.ve F"oyene Counly, 

'The tederet aovern1ncnt they 
11n't urtd notbin& ebout 1he poor 
people." .. ,d Elljob Duc• l• no. le, • 
x~ool <US1ocllon ood llorolby's bu .. 
bond. "They've heeD leiUDC "' down 
for )t• n .. 

All<CID&Iholo !b-yeor, l l J mil 
hoa fJ>," cl~aaup effort wu lnade· 
quete. lhe Concerned Ctuz~,,) wa_nt 
ohc federol govem mtnl 10 buy ou1 
onJ reloc:Oie !he 800 poople "' Min 
don ood neogboorl"i Rock Licll. 

-rbe Jtltt and county governntrnt 
b .. ICDO<"td lbb sll .. llon for fl>< 
yurs bK.au,e they 6oo't • • n• Lbetr 
tourt.n tndustry, lbtll whU•• attr 

~:!!1"i:.~~.d-::~.~~- '!~d ·;:r~ 
ROM, tbe &roup's cb• !rman ... , bey'd 
re.aUy and truly rather wnte Mu:w:Scn 
off. ood lllors wbOI they've domo:· 

St4te diMJgren 
S!olt oouru= Dlflcl.b doD) any 

such consplroq. 
''Tbu oflo« would ooo do onyob1ns 

dtrog11ory to a.ay c.oramwntty.' s.1d 
Chtrles Spears. tcung cx,mmluoOnt r 
of lht Wat Vtr&l nia Oc-parll:ntn' ot 
Commerce. "We'rt bore 10 build up 
the s late, not teu It down. .. 

Ofrlcoals 11 lh< Wtsl V!r~IDl<l 0.. 
p.rtment M Heallh say soU and '*• 
ttr a mpiH talta from Nlnd.tn ;dace 
lht <ltonup or. lnJ uffklt nlly con· 
llmlnt tN to •nchcete 1 ht-t ltb rlsk. 
And ,\no CMduW. an I:J>A 'l'lm. 
woman. SOld !bot I he aconcy II nlll 
revleWIDJi!. the sUuauon tn MIDd1!D to 
Jee 1r runne. acuoa 11 warnntf\.~ 

Uul OOL' voHtiCIID Who bu l rh:d 10 
btlp Miodcn, when: the avcrea•t an· 
oual per upit• lncomt ho~•ra 
oround ~.000. conc«le lbol lu pov. 
tnr and loolt lio!l bove 001 btlptd l:s 
COUSI. 

" II'J 1trr1ble !be lblnp 1b1t I llftor 
th at are b t pprnlnt tht l"t' ... stld SLIM 
Stn . Hoben K. Holliday. • Oemocr.1 
whn rectnlly .spon.ored • ruoluuon 
10 study Mtnden't htMIIh problems 
t nd tht COL\'t of r~IOCIU OIJ Us fet:l · 
dtniJ, whom he rep...,.niS 

•• , ,.~ bonJ 10 soy lbal <Hher ~pie 
. ,.. •not ·=h~mtCI · obOul lndlpn• 
-··· bul I don~ bollt•t I hey , ,.. " . 

Mloolon hides In I be boiiOWll oil he 
W<!t VlrJfnoa hflls.chutorsof nu lly 
kept home:~ • htrnaUnt wll h dar• . 
obondonecl shocks o nd lownJ llncred 
whh .shattered &ltw 

lit re. bebllld 1 muddy llodxope 
poc:kecl by xrop molal. biiJ or ptpo 
ond nu hoc borro;•. slls lh< Shonn 
f.qulpmt DI Co, whl<b l! aid 10 bove 
dumpe<J II'l!r qowiUUa or potycblo
r1nolecl bipbr oyb I I'CIIol1n lho •reo 
before- tht chcmictb were OOD.St6-
lred 1 bu llb llaurd 

A f&mUy o ( .-u blt Of"' I D1C Cb.tml• 
f't lt, PCfls were once commonly u.ted 
., llqul~ lnnueloi"J tn electrical 
equlpmt nt In 19n. bec .. u_,. of In· 
creiJtn& links round boiWMn PCB 
u pooun ond sucb beollh problems 
u coocrr ood blnll oloftc.,.. lbt EPA 
blnaed their use In aJI but .. totally 
eociOfecl syslems. • 

ID froor o! 1be Sbalfer plon t It I be 
silo cluned up by !be EPA berwttn 
IH4 and 11117 ol !he ~ual of lbe 
J'lt lt o..-n ment of Ht tur-.1 R• 
sour<• · F'rom ber.. lbe EPA ur1ecl 
OWI 1 uoo IOCJ or PC1kon11111DI Iecl 
di rt 10 a ~dfill lo Alobo- ICC01'd· 
101 10 EPA JpOk...,...., CatdiiiOI. 

· Mlnthn mull IDGit 
lbal ocrloo " II dODI " ID lmlledl· 

Olely obolt • • lmmed!IIO heollb 
risk." Cordmol sold, wtuch wu 
coustd by obr oa:ossibllllyof I he silo 
10 !he public. 11 may lake un111 nu1 
)"Mt "' tMttrauoe wbetb.lr Nlodeo 
will be pi"'"" OD I DI IIODll pr10r11Y 
lbt hu lurllt<r clt• .nup. an .. Wid. 10 
ron bocoll>ot Ulf EPA IS " IJl rbt proco 
"' ot c:b• ngtn& our Y"'nt1, t,<Qr • .. 

\\hll( N m ten w-a_nt. H : .. ti· lv tbc: 
&11 \t l •) U1.1fl ftUf fO MO{Uiut• lb~ 
sll u.atltlfl (udwaJ ufd 

b uf C'arul Hrrnc l ,;, 'ff)O k\""'•Htl t D 
Jor Ill!.· ;utr l~r llt'lult tl1 ~MJr,,l 
RaY~o~r ... t 'lal,t •l•ro4 UH-~· • \ t~ ... 
I P • • -:· 

RHideot Lucian Randal with chemical dru ma o n the fi'OUD., ou111~ the Sbalfer plaiiL 

Upol thr tcrbcrv. end w thtnk thrrt· 
art IDucb more problen' oown th• 
rood lor lb..., peoplr." ,. said. 

Sold llocldy "I don'! dr~o r "' ollrbo• 

:~·~:":~~c~~?t.~:-:~ r.:: 
lJ that th-rer health pcobltiU •t r 
rea.1rc1 10 •h• l I'CB she · 

- n• bllt, w.., Vh·au•l• ·• "dllfl 
cult ll n.anc"l J.ttu.aUao .U... • n 
l• ardlalt buyou1 oo ol koly, sold 
SUI:ta U.k J • If Jobo Hata cr . a Dt1Do 
<n l wbo ,.,._.,. l'o) eno CoGDI)' 
.... .... uoc1 .. a bu)\>111 btU. 

, csnm•le ploo.td tbo <Of1 
Ill z;o IIJ~- 1• 111· 
1S1IIIo11. And : an11oo1 or 

111111.11 bu,.,..,. bo••*• 
b> • lllll7 nnly lor S\ldl 
"'• • taated ltti• • I..Dyt 

Caul. H. Y • an4 Tl- 11tc11, Mo. 
W"'ti.IIC for aoa o ...... - .._ 

1....t lM f • lleo" ol rwl<kllll sucb 
• S... Wo, k.ma.o, • r'lleephOD..LI1 aod 
vb cbOII'IOIDOJI of tbe (:00...rned 
Cltlltna 

. , .... ,.. bolltved lbool h wu • 
• • ••mmcnl for !he people. or lhe 
people •od olllhl l. ODd 11'.111 II aoOl• 
tblDc went wrooa.. you • c u to yovt 

I OvtrTUDeiU I .D4 lbfT WOUld tilt 
care of II,"' saJd Wor,meo, .10. 

.. And • bat I've IM rold In I he four 
J Nft HUll I've bMo lft\'O ived Wllb 
lhU ll, It's not true at • II Unle:. rou 
hove money;· Jba sold. " lht aovern. 
a~e.ot tloo"t an about you ... 

....._. .. biN. 1M 11'1to0pa. ol WiacMo 

~ 
ar. wr.,ltliOK dolly Wllh Ol> IDYIJiblt 
• nd ut •Juai'UIHa bll dAD&er. 

•\t•l•uc lbtlr"•""' _.. conve~ 
I noa.J ... u b former ''baJCt r e.m ptoyeea. 

wbo Sl ) Utat tbe t .PA n ta.o"ed oaly 
occldenlll qllllaj, • oll I'CIIo llld 

I missed 1bo I•• ICl*llblo _,. 
I dump ·••• enllrel:• 

I 
"I wniCbod lbtll du•• 1l oa 

arountl - 1 meen. •turiCI,.... tf '-"ov
son<ls •• ~ol lo.._ .. ,..,..,... o. __ 
Jr .• • r, rmer ettctr•cal tecAI~ Co r 
~rr .. . 1old • C IIC.rnod Ol*ru 
meeu q, N.ltitr th J 1601lth. 

" YO<l''t SIIUJII ooo I dmo - b. 
wbt'\.bo.: • •,oo too-1 u or oot YJ ld-

/ 

::.~_10 IOU I do ~ Ill ,.,.. CU 1D 101 

Te.t;, lind no .Jot•ril 
Lore1a Hadrty, • n aptdeaUotoc~ 

wllb !.It Jll lt lito llh DoponmtniS 
Ollie. . ~ EpldemlooloJCY 111d Hullh 
Promo 100, satd th tt JDI1 aDd wettr 
s-sp ttl dld Dot t · dlute da.ncerow 
ltYriJ 1f PCB ron11 m1naUoo In NID· 

I <tea .. r1e~ wu r' hJt n" th• l tbere 
wu ,. ust tmmlc1 moo ofr..,te, . 
but th • off.-it t seruple:s 'lltff'e not • 1 • 
teve1 <tl conctrn.' ~h\1 u ld. 

I 
Oul l. r. Huson ' mjod, • locol h.,. 

. 

miiOIOoiJl and Olo 'Oitl(IJ1 . .. ld lht 
aumbr c of pet1wn1· f'lf' has b.ad •llh 
ellerct ., , )kln c• k.trs and 04ber 
lonu ••f rancft lmo tb~ Nlocko 
am ""n •Dnonn•t ) t ilb Hls IUSJ'l· 
u <• D.S I LJ"ptrf'd tu • 1•1 cor+due1 tbt 

I prdtt>~ 110 hnh ' ' .. dy w1lb Van· 
d-.l:'btll Untvrn y ., Cente r for 

"""'"' ~ ........ / Tbt •ta t• from .h• t nt "t'Y R R· 

I !'~tt!<l the nrt"\l !'" a no''t ~mple1c 
~r·(f ,.. ~l!ru n. ,1~' ''" 'h'-o! :tr\1\lt 
t~ . , •·'1J, ~ 11 , \ r1'1., .. t •• 

Oorolby BlacU...• 
. ,., . .. ~. 10 l iU ... -
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CONCERNED CITIZENS TO SAVE FA VETTE COUNTY 
P. 0 . Box 75- Minden, WV 25879- (304) 469-6247 
Clvlir. l.mry Rou 
Viu -CMir. Susan Wori:lrlan Stcottd Vic~-Civlir. EditH Dtmpsty Tltird Viet-Chair. Lucio." Ral\dml Secrttariu Wry ChaNJJtr & Marjo~ lA.rtaw/liiK Trca.rultr Jolvt David 

TtciWcaJ AdvfJor Paul McCitu 

EPA (Region III) 
3HW23 
&41 Chestnut Building Philadelphia, PA 1915)7 

/ ft,·~biaftc" CR?pj 

I I_,~ 
~ = 2 

Dear Mr. Bob Panapeanko, 
Around eight months aco you and I discussed the Minden, West Virginia Superfund site t1nd 

I inquired as to the ranking (HRS • Scoring, Priority Lilt) of Minden for rcmediD.l cleanup. 
During our conversation you stated lhat a new scoring system would be in operation by April 

of 1989 and that at the present Minden had not been ranked. Also, you stated that Minden wns 
under consideration for remedial cleanup because o( the around water supply thnt was deep feedi ng 
inro Minden Mines. This water supply lies di~ctly under the Shnffer Equ1pment site nnd provil.ks 
60% of the water supply for the entire Oak Hill-Plateau area. . . 

Our group nnd the residents are very concerned that the Minden site was not immediately 
designated for remediill action nfter the 4,800 cubic yards of PCB's were transported to the M-L 
site at Sumpter County Alabnmil. PCB's (and PCDFs) abound throughout the area..11 of Mindl!n 
and Rock Lick for the Shaffer Equipment Company dumped 

the 
contaminate in and around · loc~tion,}~.-m•M~ emplo~]it.!~~infed ~·as IJM co~~Vli'A.-.P.t·. ·~~J~~=~~~~~~r~ 
n:majns.~~ ~u·nOJ"f*rf. 

;e-. m.'iindu!nPil'lg ~~}\~ti . . 
. . 

time ·the on-site coordinator, stated that the EPA knew of the second dump stte, but felt that tt was 
secure. This is not an adequate response (or no core samples were taken and the community feels 
that shale and Red Dog is not a sufficient banier to contain thousands of gallons of PCB 's 

We are requesting an immediate response to this request, justification of your re~ponsc, :.&nd 
appeal procedures. 

. Long-tenn remedial cleanup is vital to the health and safety of the Minden residents. 
Your1 truly, 

Larry Rose 

CC: Fn:edom of Information Request Senator John D. Rockefeller Congressman Staggers Governor Gaston Caperton 



Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV 

Uni ted States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20 510 

Dear Senator Rockefeller, 

Concerned Citizens to Sa ve 

Fayette County 

P.O. Box 68 
Scarbro, West Virginia 2 3917 

J uly 10,1986 

We appreciate your sbarina vith ue the letter you received 

from Jamee Seif, Region 3 Adminietrator of the EPA, June 25, 

1986, We of the Concerned C1t1aene to Save Fayette County are 

a l so very concerned vith the health and safety of our friends and 

family in Minden. That concern,obligatee ue to point out vhat ve 

feel is IDisinforroation in Mr. z·i~if'~ letter. We hope tbat theae 

problems vill he corrected and the tmiDediately required actions 

to protect our community vill be taken. We will reepond to each 

point in the order they vere presented in the letter. · 

Firat of all, the containment structure no longer appears 

adequate. P~~or to July 1st, IDembers of our organ1%ation 

observed runoff from the soil pile. The runoff flowed out froiD 

the containiDent area and stained tbe surrounding soil. Heavy 

rains, typical of this area, fell July 1 and caused !loading of 

the Arbuckle Greek and many people's yards. After the rain 

stopped, the dra1oaga pattern of the site vaa more clearly ~arked 

by a red oily trail originating at the dump site and visible all 

along the ground to the rock filter area. The rock filter area 

is s epa r a ted fro ro A r buck 1 e Creek by e con c rete w a 11 appro x t.n !:1 t e 1 y 

r ~n In~ nn•·hmlf foot tall. Tha•• a•• •h•aa ~Pat~46~ plpoo 

passing through the vall. From the opposite eide of the vall to 

the Arbuckle Creek is onl1 about ten more foet of drainage 

channel. This ten feet was also coated wlth the red substance 

and the che~ical odor in the air was much strooser than usual. 

We realize that red ia not a typical color for PCBs. but it is 

apparent that this red subetance, what ever it ta, is 

c ontaminating Arbuckle Creek and probably our backyards. 

The next points concern site aeeurity. The fence erected is 

only a tvo foot tall sno~ fence. The EPA polrepa say that there 

should be a ·chain link fence on the site. There are no visible 

warning signs, ev~n the sign t hat marked the area as an immediate 

action cleanup s t te has fallen over. Signs on the snow fenee 

read siCDply "posted" or mock the seri.ousne .~a of the health 

threat, saying, ''No hunting or fishing". 

Complete 9nd pr o per notification of 

concerning the hazards aeeoeiated with the site 

l ack i ng . Pe o pl e living within a half·m1le radius 

t hat they received no warnings about the PCB 

1 

the residents 

has also been 

of the site say 

c onta111ination. 
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,J ther were they informed of any emeraency evscuation 

1~ ocedurea necetsary in caee of an accident involvina the large 

quantities of methanol used by the EPA durins the attempted 

· c leanup. 

Public meetings were held and left . the residents confused 

about health effects aod vays to limit poten~ial exposure. For 

instance, many people's backyards era in the floodplain ot Arbuc

kle Creek and testing has shov~ conta~ination upto 17 parte por 

million (ppm). They vert told at one me~ting not to garden and 

at another that everything vaa safe. Levels as high aa 190 ppm 

he~• been found in the creek aed1~ent and people are still eating 

anappina turtles fro~ there because 1te said to be safe. We are 

not sure vhat information we've been given is reliable and we are 

very fru•trated by the lack of clear safety information. 

The next point addressee the sec~rity guards on site. 

police rarely eo~e to Minden unlaae celled; thoae 12 vi•ite 

do not happen. There'• a Stlla·~l pl1vood building labeled 

voltaae" that was pedlqcked sh~i·e~ ~,.or the paet tvo veekt, 

door hat been left propped cloaed lith a board or hanging 

The lock ve• simply torn off. 

The 
a dey 
"high 
tbat 

open. 

We ha\'e a number of rJthtJr concerns. The two ponds, tuaapa for 

collecting_ groundwater, are temptina places for children to play. 

But, children who played tbere haYe coae down vith akin rashes. 

Ther• are also over thirty barrels left on •itt, apparently 

by tbe EPA; many are clearly labeled "CAUTION PCB". Tbet are 

alto clearly ·labeled "contaminated e1othing",or "eonta~inated 

lin~c". These seem to be th• re~aina of the failed cleanup 

attempt. These barrels are stored in Yarioua places around the 

site, Some are loosely sealed ~•king b1ss1na, sputterina noteee, 

vhile others have been left in •tandina vater surrounded by 

algae . 

To this point in our response, ~e've just diecuaaed the area 

where the EPA has done preli~inary containment vork. Before 

discussing the completlon of cleanup at th~ aite,vhat we beleive 

to bo tho ~ajor PCB dumping area neede to be tested, Foraaor 

. Shaffer employees report that the area cleaned up in front of the 

Shaffer office buildins is just the product of incidental spil

lage. The diepoeal of PCBa vas actually done by pourina tht 

contents of traoeforaaers and capacitors ranatna in •ize from 40 

to 500 sallons directly into a hole behind the site. This hole 

vae about 12 feet deep, 40 teet vide and SO feet long and va• 

located at the drift mouth of the old Minden Mine. To our know

l edge, no testing of this area haa been done• although the BPA 

has been informed. So, while re~oval of the ~oil pito 1• a first 

atep, complete cleanup ia still far off. The ~eeue ol contamina

tion of Arbuckle Creek, peoples yards, and what we believe is the 

major contem1nation area. have not been adequately dealt with. 

The last point in Mr.Seif's letter we would like to address 

is the mention of ongoing contact with citizens sroups. We have 

2 



• had no contact with EPA personnel over the past two months. Our 
laat contact waa when Larry Rose, chairperson, ~as notified that 
the BPA would not being r~turning to finish the cleanup 88 
scheduled. 

In su~mary, it is obviou1 to us that considerable 
differences exist ~atween vhat Mr,Seif is reportina to you and 
what ~e have experienced and see every day, Nov, over a year and 
a half after this proetes beaen, our ~oncern• remain then sa~e. 
We asain request the immedi~te removal ~nd proper ditposal of the 
contaminated soil pile and all other contaminated materials, i.e. 
the possible second mejo' dump s~te, the Arbuckle Creek, and 
people's yards. Until these cleanup' are accomplished, we are 
asking for these minimum safety precautions to be taken: 

l) that a more effective ~eane of containment be promptly inetalltd; 

2) that more frequeft, verify containmell't'·f1
' 

·" 

extensive monitoring be ,~; 

;, · ... 
done 

3) that we receive copies· of ell 11onitoring re.eulte; 

to 

4) that a ten foot chain link fen~e be erected around the perimeter of the enttre cleanup sit~ andi 
5) that a clear explanation of tbe potential exposure and health riaks associated vith the PCB contamination in Minden be stven to the people. To aeeure an 

understaadina of these i1auea, we would like a written taetaheet to circulate in the community followed by a public hearing to enaver remaining questions. 
We would like to thank you for your continued concern and 

attention to thla co~~unity problem. Please feel free to eontaet 
any mt•btr of our group tor further details or to errenae a visit. 

actfu~~ 
•• 
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~0-10~~0 Susan Work11an 
Viet Chairperaon 

~~~ 
Tr~raaurer 

Pa~aldry ·'{J ~~ 
Se~;~ry 

{~.!f~ ~ Bxeeutive Co••lttee J:~' 
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?5'~/~_:i:: ~ 
Paul Mc:Gbee 
Technical Advisor 

w'-~~~ Dr. Ha111n A•jad Medical Advi•or 

tiratln Dov 
Student 8nv1ron•ental Project (STIBP) 

}L~~ Jobn Henry Johnaon STBBP 

Mf) - . 

Health 

John levin Welch Appalachian Student Health Coelitf.ora 



cc. Senator Robert Byrd 
Rtpresentati~e Harvey Stagers 
Lee Tho~as, EPA Admintstra~or 
Thomas Voltaggio, Branch Chief 
Superfund Branch, Region 3 
Bob Caron, On Site Coordina~or 
Superfund Branch, Region 3 
Jamtt Stif, Reaional Administrator 
Reaion 3 BPA 

I f / 

• 

'· 



SHAFFER SITE VISIT/MEETING - APRIL 25 , 1989 senator Jay Rockefe llar and conce rned Ci ti zens of Fayette County 
ACTION I TEMS and MEETING SUMMARY 
l. HEALTH ASSESSMENT OF RESIDENTS 

It I..Jas agreed that the best approach would be a stater e que s t ed, ATSDR c onducted Health Assessment to ensure the timely initiation of a quality health survey . If the Assessment prove s c a use and effect then more formal studies may be initiated by ATSDR. 
It was agreed that such a Health Assessment would be of bes t value if not rushed to completion , had the benefit of a ll environmental data collected during the Listing Site I nvestigation and had benefit of the data and protocol from the Vanderbilt Univ. health survey(estimated completion September, 1989) . 
Action : The WVA Health Dept. needs to request the Health As sessment from ATSDR and coordinate with the state funded study. EPA should followup with the state to make sure this request occurs. The desired timeframe for initiation is fall , 1989 . 

2. Listing Site Investigation 

EPA shall initiate a LSI with the WVA DNR as the agent for completion under a cooperat ive agreement starting 7/l/89 . 
EPA should specify that this LSI start is a key priority for the upcoming Coop . Agreement so it starts as soon as feasible . The LSI will assess risks in a 3-mile radius of the Shaffer site . 
Special attent ion should be given to citizen ' s concerns for: 
- the 3-mi le study area and not just Minden ; there "'as concern f o r all residents in Rocklick; Minden and the New River area. - airborne contamination problems from prior burning of PCBS and from burning of timber in the area; - flooding conditions which have carried PCB soils downstream and into people ' yard; 
- cons umption of game animals by hunter's and other domestic animal impacts ; 

an assessment of public water supply contamination by leakage into the mine shaft which serves as the source; - direct contact threats from soil/dust being transported offsite by vehicles, excavation , etc. - other hot spots of contamination than previously identified . 
3 . Water supply Sampling 

considerable concern was voiced relating to PWS contamination and ingestion or body contact with PCB contaminated water. 
Sampling should be initiated at the PWS by either EPA , the 



states o r the PWS to assess the curre n t hazard . 

4. Drum Removal and Enfo r c ement Status 

19 drums remained visible on the Shaffer property in area and many had labels denoting drum numbers from the action . They are located in a diked a r ea outside the boundary of the Shaffer site . 

a diked 
removal 
fence d 

EPA needs to confirm the final disposit ion of the drums left on- site from the removal action and the final di s posi t ion of an enforcement order to Mrs . Shaffer to remove these. Drum logs / pic tures should be researched to determine the contents and intended disposition . 

If an action by Mrs . Shaffer is not forthcoming to remove such drums , EPA should proceed under the 311 Oil Spill and/or TAT Special Projects to confi rm the contents and remove the drums . The present posit ion of the drums will lead to cant inuing adverse publicity about the cleanup by EPA . 

Phi 1 Younis should check file records and initiate such actions a s are necessary to remove drums i n consultation with Enforcement s taff. 

5 . Vanderbilt University Study Results 

The Vanderbilt Study of Health Effects arranged by the Concerned Citizens of Fayette county ought to be shared with ATSDR, WVA and County Health Department officials. 

This would include the protocol, apriori objer.tives and final peer reviewed results . The methodology and data will prove useful i n an ATSDR c onducted Health Assessment of the site and environs. 
Action : The Citizens Group needs to provide the final repor t and data to ATSDR and state officials . 

6. Letter to Senator Rockefellar 

A proactive response to the senator should be issued by the RA based o n our visit to Minden. It should confirm the first 2 acti ons agreed upon at the public meeting and highlight the other actions EPA is taking to address resident ' s concerns. The Senator should also be thanked for conducting a positive meeting and supporting our efforts to date. 

Charlie K. and Jon c . will draft the response. 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Ill 

841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvan•a 19107 ~~~ 

Trip Report-Shaffer Equipment Site,,~~~~~~~ SUBJECT:Minden, West Virginia lV f-) 
' j -- ,.., \\\\..\ ' q ,q~ 

DATE: MAY 1 2 ~ 

FROM: 

TO: 

Theresa E. Bickel t. ,_.., "v'' Office of Public Affairs (JPAOO) 't ~ \) \\ 
E. Ann Cardinal, Supervisor 
Office of Public Affai r s (3PA00) 

Purpose 

tt.~~.r.\(\~ '' \ 

On May 9 and 10 I visited the Shaffer Equipmen t Site in Minden, West Virginia for the purpose of meeting with community members to discuss ongoing and fu ture site activities . I me t with representatives of Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County (CCSFC) on Tuesday evening and again on Wednesday. 1 also toured the site and talked with r esidents that did not attend the meetings set up by CCSFC . 

Issues and Action Items 

The commu nity is very concerned about the health effects of PCBs . Many of the citizens I talked to believe that they have, or will be affect e d by the PCB contamination left onsite . This belief is due primarily to misinformation and rumors generated by a few communi ty members and outsiders, suc h as Lois Gibbs and Paul McGhee , an optometrist from a nearby town who serves as the technical advisor for CCSFC . Larry Rose, CCSFC leader , was not able to att e nd the meetings. 

1. Health Assessment of Residents 

The residents are aware that a health assessment will not begin until the LSI and Vanderbilt University health survey are complete . However, the r esidents are concerned that WVA Health Depa r t men t will not request the Health Assessment from ATSDR in a timely manner . 

The commu nity also made it clear that it will not accept any health assessment coordinated by Lorretta Haddy, WVA Department of Health e pid e mio l ogi st . Minden residents believe that Ms. Haddy does not take their health conce rns seriously and has already concluded that there is no relationship between the PCB contamination at the Shaffer site and their health problems . This issue needs to be resolved before the Health Assessment begins . 
Action : EPA should e nsure that the state requests the Health Assessment by the Fall, l989 . 

Action : EPA , ATSDR, WVA Dept. of Health officials, and CCSFC should me e t to discuss who will coordinate the Health Assessment i n WVA. 



2. Listing Site Inspection 

In addition to items agreed to be performed by EPA and ATSDR at the meeting with Senator Rockefeller and CCSFC, the residents would like other hot spots examined in the scope of the LSI, including: 
-resampling 6 (six) transformers found on the "Mountain Laurel" property . -sampling road ma terial near Sam's Body Shop in Rocklick . Citizens suspect PCB-contaminated material was used as r oad material . -include East Oak Hill in LSI . -sample slate pile on Minde n Ave . 

Action: Bob Panebianco should include these additional hot spots in LSI workplan with WVA . 

3 . Drum Removal and Site Stabalization 

Residents were informed of onsite activities . CCSFC r equested sampling r esults wh en available . 

Ac tion: Phil Younis should send sampling result s to Public Affairs as soon as results are availabl e . I wil l send sampling results to CCSFC and i nfo rmation repository . 

4 . Information Repository 

No info rmation reposi t o ry ha s been developed fo r the site . 
Action : Phil Younis s hould provide Public Affairs copies of samp l ing resul ts f rom the 1984-87 Removal and any o the r i nformat ion pertinent to the Shaffer Equipment site . This s houl d be done by May JOth. l will then develop an info rmat ion repository at the local library and send these materials to the library . 

c c: Phil Younis (JHW22) 
Charlie Kleeman (3HW26) 
Tom Voltaggio ( 3HW20) 
Jon Capacasa (JWM40) 
Lynn Wilder (3HW22) 
Rich Kampf (3CIOO) 



tHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV 
WEST VIRGIHI" 

\\nitro ~tates ~matt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

J une 1, 1989 

Mr. Edwin B. Erickson 
Regional Administrator 
u.s . Environmental Protection Agency 
841 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Dear Mr. Erickson: 

ITA" OH IC I : 

812 Ov•••11• suu,. 
Sum 200 

CHUlUTOM. WV 25301 
3 4 7-6372 

NOoTHI.N SAfllUTI 0"1Cl: 

200 AOAMS S rou:r. SVITI A 
FAIOMON T. W\1 2855 4 

387-0122 

SOVTHION SATilll" omcl: 

115 S. KAAAwHA Srour. sum 1 
BICll.IY. WV 25801 

253-11704 

As you may be aware, I have been working closely with 
local residents in Minden, West Virgini a for s everal years in 
an effort to make su r e that PCB contamination is p r omptly 
eliminated from the community. 

Last month , I hosted a meeting in Minden of officials 
from your office , the West Virginia Health Department , the 
west Vi rginia Depar t ment of Natural Resources , and local 
residents, to discuss further clean-up efforts. We also 
toured the former Shaffer Equipment site and the surrounding 
area. During this tour, we found a number of barrels that had 
not been removed from the site. I asked EPA officials if 
those barrels posed a danger, and was told that they did not. 
Now it is my unde r standing from a recent commun ication from 
your office to WOAY television in Oak Hill that the barrels 
are being studied for possible removal . 

The residents of the Minden area and I have grown 
frust rat ed by t his mess for years, and it is time to take 
action to ensure that the community is safe. I wou ld like to 
request that your office provide me with a fu ll re port on the 
contents of the remaining barrels and an upda te on the status 
of your agency's activit ies in Minden . I am particularly 
concerned about initiating the health assessment as soon as 
possible, and would ask that you let me know what actions 
must be taken to begin the study. 

Thank you i n advance , Mr . Erickson, for your assistance 
in this matter . 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION III 

841 Chestnu t Building 
Philadel phia , Pennsy l v ania 19107 

Hono·,·~bla John D. Roc kQfal l liH' , IV 
Un ited States Senate 
Washtngton , D. C. 20510 

Dea~ Senator Rockefelle~ , 

/ 

/ 

'} ~-~-~u. k. 

...-----

D I app r·eciate your conti nued commitment to the r•est dents 
\' of Minden , West Virgi nia regarding the cleanup at th~ Sha ffer 

~
~ 1'1 1 Eg1..dpmen t h a z"'rdous w~s t• gite . · The re'Aidents of Minden ar· e 

1 / q V c>>: per~iencing considerable fear and fr'ustration stlimm i ng ft'Om 
· If.~ , vari o ltS aspects of the clcanLtp ther·e along with information 

~ ba ing g iven t o them from outsid~ State and Fader•l government 
rega~d ing possible he~lth effects from exposure to poly- ch lori 
nated btphen yl (PC8l . 

J.' 

I ,. 
~ 

1 

Let m~ take this opportunity t o up date you on our continu
tng plans for pr~sen t and fu t ure action at the site re9u lti ng 
f r·om 01..1 r stte visi t and mee ting w~t h you, th e residents of 
Minden, and reprQsen tatives of Co nc Qrned Ci ti zens to Save 
Fayette County o n April 25, 1989. 

EPA"~ 1984-1987 action~ to removQ the immadi~tg d irQct 
contac t th reat posed by the site consisted of the removal 
o f tran~fot•mer·s, capacitot·s, tt•ans-form~r flu ids , and related 
cqu1pment cont~ining PCB ~~ wvll ~~ QXC~vation and disposal ot 
4735 t o ns o f PCB cont~minated soil from the Sha f fe r Equipment 
5ite. Remaining on-site at tht close of our removal action were 
ninet~en drums of mi scellaneous non - PCB waste material9 for 
which Mrs . Shaff~r had agreed to arrange for fi nal disposal. 
Mr•s, S haffer wa!J unable to eat•t•y ou t that agt•eel?lent, and these 
d ntm !!l wer· e sti ll on-site at the time of 01..1r site visit o n 
Apr•il ~5th . As a con5aquence during the week of May 1-5, 1989 
we h~v~ s~mplad and overpack~d those nineteen drums, a9 well 
as tho soi l beneath the dt•ums. The water fr·om the diked cont~ln
nlent in which the drum5 ware located has also been placed in a 
tank truck . All of these materials have been safely staged on
site p endlng linal transportation a nd disposal ~rrangaments. 

Further remediation at the Sha f~gr Equipment sitg under 
the Superfund Rem•dial progr~m dep~ndg on whether o r not the 
5it~ r anks high enough on t he Agenc y· ~ Hazard R~nking System 
<HRS>. The study which will collect the d~t~ to bG us•d to 
make that datermination is called a Li~t1ng Site Inve~tigat1on 
<LSI> . we.....,..Y.!r...tJiJU-.·,_ ~•r«'"ent of Natural ResO!-Jr"C•'- <IILV.~N£tl 
wUl, ~· r • •e.PJ'. ibl. :ror . .;.a('r~ins out.. tn8..J..$.t Uf1-a~fv., 
agre~~·~t funding •roa £PA beginning in liEe Su · The 
LSI can bQ &n:pected to take at lea5t 5i )( months to complete. 
The LSI will include the collection of data and environmental 
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5ampl~s fr•om an ar~a in a thr·ee mile Pad1L1 s of the;.- Shaffer· 

£~u 1pment ~i t&a. 

In r·esponse to tr-.a t' fi'iidents fear9 about their· health, 

the Agency fot' To~ lc Sub<;tances and Di~~a~~ Regis try CATSDR> 
hac; agr·.-&d to conduct .a hl!alth ao:;sessmcnt or consult.ation 
;;~t the r•eguc.:s t of the Stc1to Health 0Gpar·tm~n t. This will 
r·csLd t 1n a r cpor•t from ATSDR which will descr i be the 
p3 t hw-?.ys For e~:posure , the typ~ and lihelihood of health 

effects f~om E ~posurc, and will mak~ recommenda tions for 

h lrth::w r\C t ion 0 1' fw•the r '3 tLtdy if necesScH'Y. It i .. my unde r 

s tC\tHJin<3 th at ATSDR will not commcnc~ it5 !;tudy until it 

r · ~c~i vcs th~ resul ts of th~ LSI previ ously described a5 well 

P . 03 

as the Vanderbi lt Uni versity study which is being conducted on 

b·~t1alf o f th::? Concerned Citiz~ns to Sava Fayette County. Thi'3 

w1 ll ensure that the most comprohens1ve ~nd up to datR informa tion 

i~ used hy ATSOR in it$ study. 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you ~nd the 

residents of Minden. If I can ba of fu~ther assi•tance to you 
in this matter please do not hesttate to call me ~t 215-597 -
981)0, 

. ·' 

Sincerely you~•, 

Ed~in B. Er i ckson 
Regional Administrator 

bee~ Hono~abls John D. Rockefeller, rv 
United States Sen~tor 
Suite 200 812 Quarrier Street 
Ch~~le5ton, West Virgi ni a ~5301 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Ill 

841 Chestnut Burldtng 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvanra 19107 

Mr. ~on3ld Y . Jc~ . ? . E . 
Agency f or Toxic Substances 
~nJ Di~ease Regi5try 
At!3nta . GA 30333 

MAY 3 1990 

Enclosed ar e sample results f0r the Schaffer Equipment site located in W~st Virginia which the Envir onme ntal Prot ection Agency 3greed to forward to your A;ency . AI I s amples re su lts are in c luded except for dio xin 1esults . T he dioxin results wi! I be f=rwarded to your agenc~ as soon as we rece i ve them . 

Pres~ntl) . the sample analyses have not been thro ugh a Qtl :t l ity Ass•_rrance 1 QAJ re,; i ':' w . YoLI wi II receive a QA pa ckage ·,; i ~ h a t ::1 x i c o ! o g i c a I e v a I 'J a t i o n i n e a r I y J u n e , 1 9 9 0 . T h e d i Ct x i n CA package and tox i cological evalua ti on wi I I be sent to vou by ~r . .:: end of June. 

If y.::•u h<:-tve any questions , please f ee l free to con ta c t me at .:::15/ :.g ; 111 0 . 

.::--:: : Ben Mykijewyc= . Ch ie f 

Sincere l y , 

/l~(tc~ 1 
/ Mar-1a T. 

'il(d~ 
/ 

Malave , 

I 

Pre-Re me d i al Sectio n 

~~~m:nw~rm 
~· ~\ ( 0 \990 

Ai~iJH 
1\T. ' tfPI t ll 

I 
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Y\~v UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTlON AGENCY ~ ' REGION Ill 
841 Chestnut Building 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 191 07 

SUBJECT: Comments on the Shaffer Electric 
~~~~lie Health Assessment 

FROM: ~en ve a~ 
Superfu moval Branch 

TO: Charles Walters 
ATSDR Regional Representative 

DATE: 10-16-92 

I have conducted a review of the Initial Release Petitioned Public Health Assessment for Shaffer Electric Company, Minden, Fayette County, West Virginia. 

The only comment is that the conclusion of the health assessment is based on June, 1990 data and it does not consider the removal activities conducted from November, 1990 to January, 1991. Additional samplin was c ducted in November, 1991 and is e or co -eration. The conclusion appears t o be ncern of direct contact to anyone trespassing on the site. The excavation conducted in 1990 & 1991 focused on the highly contaminated surface areas identified. Excavated areas were backfilled with clean fill from the site. 

Clearly subsurface contamination remains on-site . ~ sam lin e site was not conducted, however, all a r eas previously identified as havl.n h l e ir.eJFS::o:f ....J:lGB-eGHOl;arn..i-nati..Qn ~·ve- en excavated and backf i lled. This should be considere d any conclusion drawn by ATSDR. ~ 

If you have any questions or require additional i n formation ple ase contact me at (215)597-7915. 

~.· 
'· 0 

' 

'• I> 

' I 

.. ,. 



. .. v 
. :<HEll ER IV 

Bnitcd ~tarts ;5rnat~ 
WASHINGTON, OC 20 5 10- 4802 

J un e 5 , 199 0 

Dear Ted, 

As you know my staff , members of your pre-remed i al response team, and t he Citizens to save Fayette County met and tou red the Shaffer facility and th e surrounding commun i ty of Minden, West Vi r9inia . The purpose of the meeting and the su~sequent tour was to permit t ne citi~en a to s ho~ EPA t he axeaa that they wanted to have included in the sampl ing process . 

I &m very pleasecf,tiaa.t . EPA involved the community in this effort. aowever, I wou14 l1ke to bt aure tb&t the three atle taaplin9 that vas prosiae4 in April lJ89 will be perfotaed. I am coneerned .about report• from my staft that l•id ae to belieY• that future taap1in~ e!foctt may hinge on the r••ult• of the ~onfimatoty aaapl•• taken ia May. 

r 

~~·•• aaaplea taken in Matcb aftd then confitmed in May we~:e o·nly · on the Shaffer site, not troe a three mile radi.W~. t will no~ be satisfied that the ecma1t=ent ~aa• to ee and th(; residents of Min4en in April of 1989 haa been upheld if further samplin; is not perforae4 , 
The matter of the contamination inside the building 1 . contin"'e.s to be a problem. Will EPA be able to colle~t ' samplea from inti4t the buil4in;? 
Ted, thi1 situatio~ has to be resolved and I implore you to make every effort to do so. If my office can be of assistance, please do not hes i tate to call Me ot Xiena sm ith oe my staff. 

~ '<~~.Jk ........... 
J hn o. Roel<efeller rAvR~Q IJC' 

Mr. Edwin Erie kson 
Regional Admin is tra to r 
Env(r6nm~ntal Protection Agency 
641 Chesnut 

( Philade l ph i a, Pennsylvani a 19107 



.... ~ 

- .. 

W ASHINGTON. OC 20510-HOl 

c 
J uly l7, 1990 

Dear Ted , 

I have reeei v! d a letter fcom Latty Rose of ~he concerned Citi zens to save Fa yette Coun t y. In this lette r xr. Rose r aises a number of concerns re9arding the three mll e radius study that EPA committed to do in response to my request tn April 1999. 

~ There seem to be a variety of activities oecuring at t he Schaffer site. To ensure that all parties have a thorough underst&ftding ot the aeti~~tes undertaken by EP~ at Minden, it would be helpful to have'& listing of eo=pleted tasks and thoae that remain. · 
I am forvatdinq a ~opy of Mr. Roae'e. letter to you. My ata!t haa informed Me that you are .avate of the contents of the letter ·and bave beg~ respond i ng to the coneerna that have been raised. 

T~~ the aatis(&ctory resolution of the situation at ( ' Minden is a top priority. If you need additional information or ass i1tance, plea11 do not hesitate tc contact me cr Ki ~na Smith of my staff. 

/ 

/ Si rely, 

~ o. Rockefeller IV 

Mr-~ Edwin · Er ickaon 
Re9ional Administrator Environmental Protection Agency S41 Chesnut 
Philadelphi•J Pennsylvania 19107 

AR3000I 6 
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!lEGION II 
!~'\ I CtlL'Stnut 8u1I0" '9 

PbtJcJclpl,iJ.. Pl!nnsyiVM1J 19 107 

Honorab le John o. Rocxefeller, IV Cni ted States Senate Wa s h ingto~ DC 20510 

De~r Se nator Rockefeller: 

9/l9/90 

Thank you for calling me yesterday to convey the anxiety fe l t by residents a! Minden concerning the Environmenta l Protec~ ion Agency's commitment to proceed with the Superfund cleanup of t he Shaffer Equipment s i te. 

As wa discussed, the Environmental Protection Agency discovere~ several Pea-contaminated locations at the Shaffer s ite , and~we have scheduled the removal of these contaminated soils !or late October or early November ot this year. I have concurred in the ~ocumentation to suppott·the fundinq for this claanup, and have every reaso~ to believe that:: . it will be approveci at EPA Headquarters in the very near future. 
I learne4 yesterday that a me~ia report speculate~ &bout the potential impact of a sUbstantial sequestration of federal funds on the Minden project. While no one knows tor sure hov a sequestr~tion will atfect apeei!ic Superfund activities, EPA intends~o move forward with the cleanup as soon aa we can. Should a sequestration require a ~alay in the cleanup, I will ~mm&diately inform you about it: 

· 
I hope that our telephone conversation and this letter are helpful to you. Your eommunica~ion with the citizens ot Minden na.s b~en appreeiated. 

"I 

Sincerely, 

~Q.~ Edwin ~rickson Reqional Ad~inistrator 

~R300025 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Jll 

Charles Walters 
HHS/ATSDR 

841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-4431 

USEPA Region III, HWMD (3HW01) 
841 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Re: ATSDR Petitioned Public Health Assessment 
Shaffer Electric Site, Minden, 
Fayette County, West Virginia 

Dear Mr. Walters: 

L .__ I' 

On June 1, 1993, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry (ATSDR) published its Petitioned Public Health 
Assessment (Health Assessment) on the Shaffer Electric Site (the 
"Site"), Minden, Fayette County, West Virginia. The ATSDR 
concluded that the "Site poses a public health hazard because of 
the on-site risk to human health resulting from possible exposure 
to hazardous substances [PCBs) at concentrations that may result 
in adverse health effects." ATSDR also reports that it is unable 
to determine whether the Site poses any public health threat to 
the general off-site population, citing the need for additional 
PCB data. Thus the Health Assessment states that the Site is an 
"indeterminate" hazard for the general off-site population. 

In response, EPA has always acknowledged that residual PCB 
contamination remains at the Site. However, EPA's removal 
action, by design, instituted a number of activities (e.g. 
excavation, soil cover and fencing) to prevent any direct human 
contact with, or exposure to, remaining on-site contaminants. A 
6 foot chain link fence was installed across the access road, 
just west of the existing building, from the Arbuckle Creek on 
the n6rth end to the hillside on the south end. The fence was 
installed to restrict access to the Site. It was EPA's prior 
opinion that the fencing, in combination with the additional Site 
actions, was sufficient to restrict access to the Site and 
protect the public from exposure to hazardous substances and from 
any potential adverse health effects. It remains EPA's opinion 
that the site does not present a health hazard to the off-site 
population. 

ATSDR's Health Assessment expressed concerns over the Site 
access issue due to the fact that the existing fence does not 
completely surround the Site perimeter. In recognition of the 
concerns expressed in the Health Assessment, EPA proposes to 
further evaluate the site and the related site access issue. 
To address site access concerns, EPA anticipates the need to 



perform additional sampling in order to provide sufficient 
information to determine if additional action is required. 

EPA will not make any decision or initiate any action on the 
Site access or sampling plan issues prior to consultation with 
ATSDR or The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
(WV- DEP) . (In this regard , EPA has compiled all of the 
analytical data in the Site file and organized the data in table 
format. The data has been plotted on site maps, which have been 
drawn to scale. All areas of excavation have been charted and 
mapped, identifying pre and post analytical data. All of this 
information is attached.) As part of this proposed course of 
action, EPA will include in its review the sample data collected 
by the concerned citizen group , which previously has been 
submitted to the Agency . EPA will also consider any comments or 
suggestions that state and local government agencies andjor 
concerned citizens might wish to submit. 

To ensure that all relevant concerns are addressed, EPA is 
asking that ATSDR and all other interested parties review the 
attached maps and charts and thereafter provide any facts, data 
or other information that may aid EPA in its review. Please 
submit your responses, by August 27, 1993, to: 

Stephen D. Jarvela, OSC 
Superfund Removal Branch (3HW30) 
EPA Region III 
841 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19170 

EPA will review the existing, as well as any newly 
submitted, data and information and then prepare a draft sampling 
plan. The sampling plan will identify the locations, depth, and 
method(s) of any additional sampling that may be required. The 
purpose of the sampling plan is to assure that the analytical 
data obtained provides a complete and thorough examination of the 
on- site health risk and site access issue. The draft sampling 
plan will be distributed, for review and comment, to ATSDR, the 
WV-DEP, potentially responsible parties, the Concerned Citizens 
to Save Fayette county, Inc., and to State and local officials. 
Comments to EPA's proposed sampling plan will be addressed in the 
context of a final sampling plan for implementation by the 
appropriate party or agency, as necessary or appropriate. 

2 



EPA thanks ATSDR for its review and recommendations and encourages continued interagency coordination in the assessment of potential environmental and public health hazards. 

attachments 

cc: wjattachments 

Honorable Robert W. Byrd, 
United States Senate 

Sincerely, 

~-O .~ . ~M: ~. a vela , 
On-Scene c inator 

Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV 
United States Senate 

Honorable Nick J. Rahall II 
House of Representatives 

Pam Hayes, WV-DEP 
Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County, Inc. 
Anna Shaffer 
Berwind Corporation 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Joseph Schock, WV Dept . of Health, wjo attachments 
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UNITED STATES ENVRlNMENT~ PA01ECT10N ~vi L E C 0 P Y 
REGION• 

841 ChasiJU Building 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107...a1 

JAN 2 4 1994 

Charles Walters 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
cjo EPA Region III Hazardous Waste Management Div. (3HW01) 
841 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Dear Mr Walters; 

Thank you for your help and the support of Jeff Church, ATSDR, 
Atlanta, GA in the Shaffer Site project review. As promised I am 
sending you a copy of the Site Review Trip Report attachment 1 for 
your information. Based on my initial review of the report I do 
not think it will have any impact on the Petitioned Public Health 
Assessment, however I am considering the possibility of an ATSDR 
consultation based on the information in this report and the site 
file, I would appreciate your thou'ghts on the idea. 

I have also asked other interested parties to review the trip 
report and identify any concerns or questions that they might have. 
I want to schedule a meeting with all interested parties to discuss 
in detail the conditions of this site. I am willing to discuss 
each and every issue or concern raised in the past or may now be 
raised about the Shaffer Site. Because of past confusion and 
misinformation, every issue or concern discussed will be documented 
and a written EPA response prepared and distributed. 

The past file review and the recent site visits indicate a 
need for further action. While · it is premature to discuss the 
scope of such action, everyone will be given an opportunity to 
present and defend their preferred option at the meeting. I have 
asked that, each interested party develop their own options 
addressing the risks associated with the site that they have 
identified. All options will be discussed, documented, and will be 
incorporated in the OSCs recommendation. 

Again thank you and if you have any questions or require 
additional information please call me at (215)597-7915. 

• I 1 

I ' 

attachment 

vela, 
'nator 

cc Joseph P. Schock, Director (wjattachment) WV-HHS 



UNITED STATES ENV\RONMENTAL PROfECT\ON AGENCY 

REGION Ill 

Charles Walters 
HHS/ATSDR 

841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-4431 

USEPA Region III, HWMD (JHWOl) 
8 41 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Re : ATSDR Pet i t ioned Public Health Assessment 
Shaffer Elec t ric Site, Minden, 
Fayett~ County: West Virginia 

Dear Mr . Walter s: 

~~~aw1e1m 
Lf'\ I. j\.\\-\ ll·&,B 

~ T 5 D R 
Il F.G\ON \ l \ 

On June 1, 1993, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 

Registry (ATSDR) published its Petitioned Public Health 

Assessment (Health Assessment) on the Shaffer Elect ric Site (the 

" Site " ), Minden, Fayette County, West Virginia . The ATSDR 

concluded that the "Site poses a public healt h hazard because of 

the on-site risk to human health resulting f r om possible exposure · 

t o hazardous substances (PCBs) at concentrations t hat may result 

in adverse healtp effects. " ATSDR also reports that it is unable 

to determine whether the Site poses any public health threat to 

the general off - site population, citing the need for additional 

PCB data. Thus the Health Assessment states that the Site is an 

" i ndeterminate" hazard for the general off-site population . 

In response, EPA has always acknowledged that residual PCB 

contamination remains at the Site. However, EPA's removal 

action , by design , instituted a number of act ivities (e . g. 

excavation , soil cover and fencing) to prev e n t any direct human 

contact with, or exposure to, remaining on- site contaminants. A 

6 foot chain link fence was installed across the access r oad, 

just west of the existing building , from t h e Arbuckle creek on 

the north end to the hillside on the south end . The fence was 

installed to restrict access to the Site. It was EPA's prior 

opinion that the fencing , in combi nation with the additional Site 

actions , was sufficient to restrict access to the Site and 

protect the public from exposure to hazardous substances and from 

any potential adverse health effects. It remains EPA's opinion 

that the site does not present a health hazard to the off-site 

population. 

ATSDR's Health Assessmen t expressed concerns over the Site 

access issue due to the fact that the existing fence does not 

completely surround the Site perimeter . In recognition of the 

concer ns expressed in t h e Health Assessment, EPA proposes to 

further evaluate the site and the related site access issue. 

To address site access concerns, EPA anticipates the need r to 



EPA thanks ATSDR for its review and recommendations a nd 
encourages continued interagency coordination in the assessment 
of potential environmental and publ ic hea lth hazards . 

c.. 1:tachments 

cc : wjattachments 

HonG~able Robert w. Byrd , 
United States Senate 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
On- Scene C~nator 

Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV 
United States Senate 

Honorable Nick J. Rahall II 
House of Rerresentatives 

Pam Hayes, WV-DEP 
Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County, Inc . 
Anna Shaffer 
Berwind Corporation 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Joseph Schock, WV Dept. of Health, wjo attachments 
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UNITED STATES ENVRlNMENT~ PA01ECT10N ~vi L E C 0 P Y 
REGION• 

841 ChasiJU Building 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107...a1 

JAN 2 4 1994 

Charles Walters 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
cjo EPA Region III Hazardous Waste Management Div. (3HW01) 
841 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Dear Mr Walters; 

Thank you for your help and the support of Jeff Church, ATSDR, 
Atlanta, GA in the Shaffer Site project review. As promised I am 
sending you a copy of the Site Review Trip Report attachment 1 for 
your information. Based on my initial review of the report I do 
not think it will have any impact on the Petitioned Public Health 
Assessment, however I am considering the possibility of an ATSDR 
consultation based on the information in this report and the site 
file, I would appreciate your thou'ghts on the idea. 

I have also asked other interested parties to review the trip 
report and identify any concerns or questions that they might have. 
I want to schedule a meeting with all interested parties to discuss 
in detail the conditions of this site. I am willing to discuss 
each and every issue or concern raised in the past or may now be 
raised about the Shaffer Site. Because of past confusion and 
misinformation, every issue or concern discussed will be documented 
and a written EPA response prepared and distributed. 

The past file review and the recent site visits indicate a 
need for further action. While · it is premature to discuss the 
scope of such action, everyone will be given an opportunity to 
present and defend their preferred option at the meeting. I have 
asked that, each interested party develop their own options 
addressing the risks associated with the site that they have 
identified. All options will be discussed, documented, and will be 
incorporated in the OSCs recommendation. 

Again thank you and if you have any questions or require 
additional information please call me at (215)597-7915. 

• I 1 

I ' 

attachment 

vela, 
'nator 

cc Joseph P. Schock, Director (wjattachment) WV-HHS 
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UNITED SlATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Il l 

841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-4431 

Honorable Robert c. Byrd 
United States senate 
Washington, D.c. 20510 

De~r senator Byrd: 

FEB 16 1994 

UNiiED STAT~S S~NATE. 
Knowing of your interest ln the Shaffer Electric Site in 

Minden, West Virginia, I wanted to assure that you are up to date 
on recent developments at this site. 

As you may be aware, during October and November of 1993 a 
Technical Assistance Team (TAT) implemented a site review 
workplan. I am forwarding the site review trip report which has 
been prepared by the TAT to yo.~ ~or your information. 

The On-scene Coordinator assigned to this site will be 
reviewing this information and evaluating the threat or po t entia l 
threat to the public health or the environment p'osed by this 
site. We have also asked other interested parties to review the 
trip report and identify any concerns or questions · that t hey 
rnight have. We intend to schedule a meeting with all interested 
parties to~iscuss in detail the conditions of this site. Every 
issue or concern raised during this process will be documented 
and a written EPA response prepared and distributed. 

The past file review 
need for further action. 
scope of such action, all 
opportunity to'review and 
present other options for 

and the recent site visits .indicate a 
While we have not yet determined the 
interested parties will have the 
comment on any proposed actions , or to 
consideration. 

We are now working wi th the area citizens' groups to 
establish a date for a public meeting to discuss these issues. 
we will continue to keep your office informed of our meeting 
p l ans and any other developments at this site. If you have any 
questions, please contact me or have your staff contact Ray 
George at (304) 234 - 0234. 

Sincerely, 

~:r···<. .·· .··· /./ 
~ ... /v·';LY · · "'\.-
·· ·sta~l~t L .. ~- L~·skowski 
Acting Regional Administrator 

Enclosure 


